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This book is very useful for students who wish to review the
subject of human physiology, and for practitioners who are desirous
of keeping abreast of the times. It quite lives up to its name, since
the essentials of physiology are clearly presented, and not in such
detail as they appear in Starling's volume. All fields of physiology
are discussed. The newer discoveries, especially those concerning
the functions of the capillaries, the endocrine organs, and the
vitamins, are considered in relation with the older work. The ar-
rangement of the text and the section headings facilitate compre-
hension of the subject.
H. E. HIMWICH.
DISEASES OF THE THYROID GLAND. By Arthur E. Hertzler, M. D., with
a Chapter on Hospital Management of Goitre Patients by Victor E. Chesky,
M. D., Second Edition, The C. V. Mosby Company, St. Lotus, 1929, pp. 286.
The second edition of this work, following eight years after the
first, has scarcely kept abreast of normal growth except in the
chapter dealing with the pathology of the thyroid gland. Here the
author is at his best, with a simple and direct exposition. This
work is an example of a still too large number of text-books which
make entertaining and instructive reading for the embryo student,
but are in no sense complete and of little value as reference volumes.
The number of illustrations could have been materially reduced
without detracting from the subject matter, and with other changes
in format it couldthen be sold at a price commensurate with its value.
The development of our knowledge of the diseases of the thy-
roid gland has in the main been the work of clinicians, and the ma-
jority of the texts have been written by them. Nevertheless, the
mass of experimental data has reached such proportions that it can
not be ignored if such a text is to be considered complete. At least a
bibliography should have been included. , In recent years there has
been a growing feeling that one of the chief excuses for text-books
is to furnish a complete classified bibliography and in this instance
the omission is outstanding. An opportunity has been lost when such
a fascinating field as the historical development of the knowledge of
thyroid disease is disregarded.